History Final Notes:

Election of 1932:


1st election since the crash


Americans blamed Hoover and the Republican party


Democrats nominated Franklin D. Roosevelt (he was crippled from Polio)



For Vice-President(
John Nance Garner






He was from Texas and did not like being V-P


IN his inaugural adress of 1933, FDR said the people deserved a “New Deal”

“The New Deal” (2 Parts):


A continuing experimental response to the depression

1st New Deal:

(Relief, Recovery, Reform)


Relief:

Help people make it over the hump

· For the unemployed:
(give people jobs)

· CCC
(Civilain Conservation Corps):



Designed to give jobs to young men (20 and 30 yr olds)

Worked on conservation projects such as planting trees, cleaning up litter, fighting forest fires, etc.

They worked and lived in a military-like environment

1/2 million men got jobs and supported their families

· PWA
(Public Works Administration):

Provided employment and helped economy by initiating public works projects such as building schools, post offices, etc.

· For homeowners:
(help people keep their homes)

· HOLC
(Home Owners Loan Corporation):

People could get good loans from the federal government to make their house payments

· For farmers:
(similar to HOLC)

· FCA
(Farm Credit Administration):

Recovery:
Relief is temporary, must repair economy so it itself can provide real, permanent jobs

· Programs aimed to recover economy by RAISING prices

How?

-Limit production



-Inflate currency
(put more money in people’s hands)

· NIRA
(National Industrial Recovery Act):

Legislation that formed the National Recovery Assocaition (NRA)

Allowed the major companies in each industry (auto, steel, etc) to come together and set a production quota

Strange because this is like a trust (against laws)

This was a “combination in restraint of trade

Roosevelt added a clause to the NIRA that suspended the anti-trust laws

Big companies like this because they don’t have to compete

Unions hate this because limiting production means lay-off

So Congress added a New Clause:

Section 7A:
Labor unions from then on could organize and bargain WITHOUT INTERFERANCE from the company

Significance:

A) Government has always sided against the unions in the past.  Now the government sides with the unions and garuntees their rights.

NRA is very pro-business. Section 7A added to balance

· AAA
(Agricultural Adjustment Administration):

Designed to put agriculture back on its feet

Government promised to pay farmers cash to reduce their production (supply down = price up)

The hungry ask why the hell you are destroying food





Why not give it away? The whole idea is to RAISE prices

Extremely controversial

2nd part:

Allowed President to inflate currency in different ways:

· Abandon the gold standard (for currency):

You could then exchange currency for gold to see that it was really worth something.  Gold standard restricts amount of money you can print according to gold we have.

Danger:
You print so much money that you flood the economy

Today money has faith value

· Both AAA and NIRA were controversial and challenged in court

· NIRA was declared unconstitutional by Supreme Court because of the anti-trust stuff.  Other laws were passed to copensate

Reform:


· SEC
(Securities and Exchange Commision):

1) Regulates stockmarkets

2) Outlawed certain practices that had brought about the crash

Brokers would use other people’s money to drive up the price of their own investments then sell them.  Then they would would want to invest in another and sell other people’s shares of that to drive down the price.

3) SEC sets the margin requirement to discourage wild speculation

· TVA
(Tennessee Valley Authority):

Built lots of dams along the Tennessee River and its tributaries

Those were some of the poorest regions in the US

Dams:

- Create jobs

(to build dams)

- Secondary Jobs
(industries that provide materials and services to builders)


- Flood Control
(floods usually wiped out lots of farms each year)

- Recreation
(creates lakes)

- Electric Power
(from turbines)

Cheapest electric power in the US

Big corporation like cheap power and move in to the area

Controversial:

- Creating lakes floods people out

- Government is in private business (SOCIALISM)

· Section 7A 
(from before)

Summary of 1st New Deal:


Did not end depression, but probably slowed it and helped people survive

Mid 1930’s(
Rise of several radical groups hoping to replace FDR 

Significance:

A) Support began to drain away from FDR

Examples of radical groups:

1) US Communist party gained more support from

a) College Campuses

b) Labor Unions

c) Hollywood

2) Hewey P. Long and the “Share Our Wealth Movement”:

Proposed to redistribute the wealth

Raised heavy taxes on the wealthy and use it to benefit the poor

As governor of Loiusianna, he had done similar things 

(free medical care and schhol books and lunches for poor, no toll roads, etc)



Very popular with the poor (3-4 million supporters in South and Midwest)



Not a racist(
His programs benefited everyone

Hoped to get democratic nomination instead of FDR, but did not because he was ASSASINATED (1935)

3) Francis Townsend

California physician

Planned to give $200/month pensions to everyone over the age of 60 if that they spent it all that month

He had many elderly supporters

4) Father Charles Coughlin

Irish Priest, nicknamed the “Radio Priest”

Had a national audience because he did a political monologue show on the radio

Claimed that the crash was the fault of greedy wall-street bankers

Said we should solve the problem by nationalizing banks (take them out of greedy private hands and put them in federal control)

He also exhibited anti-Semitism (anti-Jew)


Said there was a Jewish conspiracy


Similar to Hitler in Germany at roughly the same time

The Second New Deal
(1935-8):

· More radical than the first

· Why does it need to be?

· Must regain national support taken from him by radical groups

· Previous programs had not been successful

· Concentrates mostly on reform

· 4 Changes, all passed in 1935



1) The Wealth Tax Act

Raise taxes on the very wealth (individuals and companies)

Highest income tax bracket raised to 75%

Stolen from the “Share Our Wealth”?

2) Social Security Act

Pensions for elderly people  and unemployment insurance

Paid for by social security tax on payroll

By 1940, 50 million Americans were covered by Social Security

Stolen from Townsend?



3)
National Labor Relations Act

(Wagner Act)





Also referred to as the Magna Carta of Labor

Magna Carta was 13th century agreement that the King was not above the law

This replaced Section 7A of the NIRA since NIRA had been declared unconstitutional

Gave labor unions the right to organize without interferance

Created the National Labor Relations Board (oversees relations between the company and the unions)

Very popular with unions, and as a result, membership soared (almost 3X)



4)
WPA
Works Progress Administration

Aims to give people jobs at what they have skils for

EX:
photographers hired to photograph govt facilities

Was taken advantage of and got a bad reputation

Called “We piddle around”

The New Deal ran into trouble in the late 1930’s (37-8) and slowed down:

1) Problems with the Supreme Court:

Old men from the days of laissez-faire

Began declaring his acts unconstitutional

FDR came up with a scheme to stop them (you can’t just fire them)

He would appoint enough new judges to flood out his opposition and get a majority vote

This is called PACKING THE COURT

He justified it to the people by saying he is “lightening the burden” on the poor old overworked justices

Planned to appoint 6 new justices



Significance:

A) People saw through it and it backfired on him( turned public opinion against him.  He had to abandon the entire plan

B) Even though it failed, the Supreme Court suddenly began upholding New Deal stuff.  Why?  Because FDR’s scheme scared them.

2) A Recession:

FDR and advisors thought the economy could start to repair itself at this point but they were wrong and it dipped again.

3) “The Purge of 1938”

The Congressional Election of 1938

Some southern democrats opposed FDR’s programs

FDR decided to purge them out of office and replace them with more liberal democrats

Went around the country campaigning for the opponents of these congressmen

BACKFIRED:
Voters resented being told their previous choices were bad and 
so in 1938, more CONSERVATIVE democrats were elected.

1938 marked the end of the New Deal

Significance of New Deal:

A) Softened the pain of the depression (millions got jobs, saved their homes)

B) Relieved the depression enough to avoid revolution 

In many other countries, hard times led people to have drastic responses

C) Made federal government bigger and more powerful than ever before

D) Made major, long lasting reforms in US society (SEC, TVA, Wagner Act)

E) Not socialist even though it was pretty liberal. In fact, it is said to have made capitalism work again… may have saved US capitalism.

United States was finally pulled out of the depression by World War II because it required the spending of hundreds of billions of dollars very quickly.

World War II:


The war in Europe begins in 1939


We don’t get involved until 1941



We were brought in by the bombing of Pearl Harbor (December 7, 1941)



“A Date that will live in infamy” – FDR


First thing we did was invade Morocco (North Africa) in Summer 1942


After defeating the Germans there, the allies moved to Sicily, then to Southern Italy


Moved up Italy to Germany (tough, mountainous land)


D-Day:

Great Britain landed and took the main continent
(June 6, 1944)




Crossed the English Channel and landed in Northern France




Bloodiest battle on Omaha Beach (seen Saving Private Ryan?)




6th hour of the 6th day of the 6th month of the 6th year of the war


Summer 1944 ( Christmas to break through to Germany

At Christmas, they are in Western Germany, and things have slowed down because of the cold

Hitler planned one last offensive:

The Battle of the Bulge:

So called because they surprised us and made a bulge in the line separating our forces:







German Offensive

     Allies      Germany

Patton

The Japanese failed to completely destroy Pearl Harbor 

By summer 1942, the US was counterattacking

Huge battles at the Aluetian Islands and Midway

Movement up Pacific Island chains toward Japan (island-hopping)

By Spring 1945, we were close to Japan and had plans to invade

Meanwhile, the Manhattan Project was developing the first atomic bomb (in Los Alomos, New Mexico)

July 1945(
First a-bomb tested in New Mexico

Plans were changed to use the a-bomb instead of invading Japan 

August 6, 1945:
American bomber dropped the 1st bomb on Hiroshima

Three days later, there was still no surrender from Tokyo

Second bomb dropped on Nagasaki

Pros:
Fewer people died than would have in an invasion

Cons:
Opened up new kind of mass-destructive warfare

The war in Japan ends with surrender ceremony in Tokyo Bay

General McArthur became kind of like a governor to Japan and was admired by the Japanese for doing a good job

Late 1940’s (
1989:

The Cold War:

When the war ended in the summer of 1945, only two world powers were left (US and USSR).  Though we were allies during the war, we were drifting apart.

Why?

1)
Human Nature:
With only 2 major powers left, there would be competition

2)
In the view of the  West, the Soviets were the culprits.  They did several aggressive things:

A) Russians determined to never go through this nightmare again

20,000,000 Russians died

They set out to make sure that on all Soviet borders there were no threatening enemy nations

Doing everything possible to put Soviet-friendly (commie) people in power in neighboring countries

B) Worked as fast as possible to develop nuclear weapons

C) Kept a huge army in operation even after war

D) The Yalta Conference of 1945:

Purpose:
To plan for when the war is over

Members:
Americans, Soviets, and British

Agreements:
1)
Divide Germany into 4 occupation zones

2)
Germany would be disarmed

3) War criminals would be put on trial

4) Germany would have to pay reaparations for war damages

5) Form a replacement for the League of Nations( United Nations

FDR gave USSR 3 votes in the General Congress (caused scandal in US)

6) Nations of Eastern Europe would have free elections

7) The Soviets agreed to join the war against Japan

But the Soviets did not allow free elections.  They set up puppet governments in Europe.

Soviets also took more reparations than allowed

Soviets didn’t declare war on Japan until after the 1st nuke is dropped

By 1947, the American people regarded the USSR as an aggressive bully and demanded government action:

Truman Doctrine
(1947):

Background:
USSR was supporting civil wars in Greece and Turkey

Policy:
US will support any non-Communist nation under attack from Communists (local or foreign)

Used Truman Doctrine to aid Greece and Turkey and to put down Communist uprisings

Significance:

A) The US’s first open resistance to Soviet post-war politics

B) Truman Doctrine leads to Marshall Plan

Containment Policy 
(early 1950’s):

US did not want to go to war again, but they didn’t allow the USSR to spread through means other than direct military action

(Ex:
Economic and political aid to countries being attacked by Commies)


Marshall Plan
(1947):



Announced by Secretary of State George C. Marshall



During war, Marshall was highest ranked officer in US army

A plan to put devastated Europe back on its feet

Prevented the Communist Party from taking over weakened nations

Plan:
US asked the nations of Europe to decide what they need


16 countries in Europe got together and made a list of items needed

US dispersed $10.25 billion to help these countries (they could spend it as they saw fit)

Significance:

A) Put the participating countries back on their feet and saved millions of lives

B) Stopped further westward expansion of Communism

C) Leads to the formation of NATO

NATO (
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(1949):

In response to Soviet actions

12 Western nations join as a defensive alliance

If any member is attacked, the other members will aid that nation

Not necessarily military aid (also money, supplies, etc…)

Significance:

A) It is the first peace-time alliance the US had ever made

Berlin Blockade
(1948):

Germany (and Berlin) is divided into 4 occupation zones (US, USSR, England, France)

Berlin was in Russia’s zone so everyone had to go through it to get to Berlin

Russia blockaded all surface transportation to Berlin (could only go by air)

Why?
1)
They didn’t like the Marshall Plan

2) They didn’t like NATO… they hoped to pressure us

Without supplies the allied zones in Berlin would dry up (Soviets trying to squeeze them out of Berlin)

US and Britain set up the largest air lift in history( 24 hours a day with planes landingg every minute or 2.

4500 tons per day to keep 2.5 million people going

Air lift was successful and Soviets lifted blockade

Berlin Airlift of 1948 or “Operation Viddles”

Significane:

A) Closest US and USSR had then come to war… very tense time

Second Red Scare:


Begun by Senator Joseph McCarthy in the late 1940’s

He made speeches in which he held up pieces of paper and said they contained names of communists working in our government

Stirred up fear because it made him famous

Few people spoke out against him

Edward R. Murrow:
Early TV journalist who spoke out against him, calling him a “lying bully”

In the army’s McCarthy hearings, his bullying tactics came to light and the public turned on him

John Foster Dulles


Secretary of State under Eisenhower

Hard-lined Cold War guy

Demanded that the US liberate eastern Europe from the USSR and urge Jiang Jieshi to attack communist China

The Kitchen Debate
(1959):

At a technology expo in Moscow, VP Richard Nixon debates Soviet Communist Party Chairman Nikita Khrushchev in kitchen of a ranch house (part of the American exhibit).

Nixon claimed that the most important thing for Americans was the right to choose


(Like appliances for example)

Election of 1960:


Democrats:
John F. Kennedy




Lyndon B. Johnson


Republicans:
Richard Nixon


New feature:
Televised Debate


Significance:

A) Set precedent for the future

B) Until then, people thought Kennedy was inexperienced and weak.  The debates gave him the chance to undo this stereotype.

Closest vote in US for a while (JFK won by less than 1%)

Whole election probably turned on some fraudulant voting in Chicago


Mayor there was democrat and rigged votes for Kennedy

Bay of Pigs
(1961):

CIA helped train Cuban exiles to go back to Cuba and overthrow Castro

The refugees landed at the Bay of Pigs and there they met opposition (April)

Kennedy’s decision not to provide air support for the refugees assured that they would not succeed

A) Significance:

B) People were upset with Kennedy for his cowardice

C) Leads to Cuban Missile Crisis
Cuban Missile Crisis
(1962):

Castro is nervous, so he gets in close with the soviet

In the summer of 1962, the Soviet begins putting atomic missile bases in Cuba

We found out in October 1962, when a U-2 spy plane took a picture that revealed the bases

Castro did it for protection, the Soviet did it to use as a bargaining chip against our nukes in Turkey

JFK demanded the removal and then blockaded Cuba saying that if another nuke was brought in, it would mean nuclear war (1st against Cuba)

Finally, a deal was reached:


Soviets withdraw all missiles


We do not invade Cuba

We never said that we would withdraw our missiles in Turkey, but we did so not long after
Vietnam:

US policy of the late 1940’s and 50’s is to oppose Communist take-over of Vietnam

Domino Theory:
Vietnam is the 1st domino, let one fall and they all will (to Communism)

· Kennedy:
- increased the number of military personnel there

· allowed personnel to participate in combat

November 22, 1963:
Kennedy assasinated in Dallas (probably by Lee Harvey Oswald)

LBJ becomes President


Increases what Kennedy did in Vietnam (Now hundreds of thousands of troops there

Tet Offensive of 1968:


Offense by the enemy (the Viet Cong) 


Disaster for them militarily, but paid off strategically


Effect on public opinion:

People thought it was a terrible defeat for the US that the enemy could get to Saigon (behind US lines)

Turned public opinion against the war( eventually helped enemy win

Nixon wins the 1968 election

Watergate:

During his reelection campaign in 1972, some members of the White House Staff decided to help out by getting extra info on the democratic opponent (McGovernor).

Democratic Headquarters in Washington DC was located in Watergate (large building, combination hotel, apartments, office building)

Guys working for Nixon break in and steal stuff

G. Gordon Libby (today a radio host) was part of that group

They bungled the job—got caught by a night watchman

Nixon was not involved, but when he found out, he covered it up (worse than crime)

Used  FBI to spy on private citizens

Used IRS records to blackmail people

Summer 1974, it was clear that the House would impeach Nixon

He resigned on August 9, 1974

Nixon and China:


In 1969, China and USSR almost went to war

Nixon wanted to take advantage of these tensions(
trade improved relations with China and USSR to get out of Vietnam

Nixon visited Beijing and a US table tennis team toured China 

This helped improve relations with USSR

Both wanted to limit nuclear stuff

Lead to SALT
(Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty)


Blocked creation of antiballistic missile systems

GOOD LUCK and have fun wherever you are going next year!

