Modernism:

· Domination of the seas

· White Man’s Burden

· US shifts from borrower ( lender

· Consider ourselves culturally behind, yet morally and socially superior to Europe

· America considered a haven for the oppressed

· Believed we were THE world-shaping force

· Population soared

· Global mood change:
War became inevitable… we believed in the notion of peace, but only nominal

· World War I is a defining moment for the 20th century:

· Global effects

· Strategical disaster(
Battle of technology

· Most countries involved lost an entire generation of men

-
Drastic Consequences on language :

(switch to the passive voice)

· “The men were ordered to advance.”

· Who ordered them???

· Use of passive voice is a way to duck responsibility

· Progress cannot solve the problem of evil or human nature

· Age of “Ism’s”:

· Snopesism:

Purely diabolical evil

Going out of your way to be mean

EX:
William Faulkner, “Barn Burning”

· Synethesia:

Several different senses working together

EX:
William Faulkner, “Barn Burning”

· Existentialism:
People are what they make of themselves

Distinctive assessment of human condition necessetates a search for authentic values

Significance in the fact that humans exist

Nothingness as a source of universal fear

Outer world is meaningless( Look inward

Grim picture

Total free will and total responsibility for your actions

EX:
Franz Kafka, “The Metamorphosis”

· Absurdism:

Humans exist in a world with no metaphysical or religious roots

We are cut off from our environment and each other

The only human existance is nothingness and meaningless, nightmarish, alien, and irrational, and only begets isolation

· Nihilism:

There is no objective ground for moral principles

Very pessimistic

Blames despair on the imperfection

We can’t allter human nature

Damned if you do, damned if you don’t

EX:
Albert Camus, “The Guest”

William Butler Yeats

 The Second Coming (page 1455):

· Resurrection Image

· Something new will come out of something old

· Gyre:





· This is the way falcons fly

· Yeats has an unusual theory of time:

· Things happen in 2,000 year cycles

· Things unwind until they fall apart

“The falcon cannnot hear the falconer” 
[page 1455]:



The falcon cannot hear the cry to return


Falcon( Modern people who are so far from God or morals that they can’t hear the call

“Things fall apart; the center cannot hold”
[page 1455]:


The holds of religion, government, and the world of morals and responsibility (the old values) are falling apart.


“The blood-dimmed tide  is loosed…”



Technology raised the standard of living



Human greed brings it down (tide=greed)


“The best lack all conviction while the worst are full of passionate intensity.”



Good people serve evil when they do not oppose it



Disintegration of theChristian era


“Surely the second coming is at hand…”



This must mean the world is going to end



Grounded in our Christian beliefs


The sphinx-like image:



Very sexual, reproductive imagery



Fearful image



Head of man, body of lion



Reproducing for a 2nd coming


Inverted idea of a 2nd coming:



Supposed to be a blessed even

This sounds like a horrible event


Ends with a question(
very prophetic:



What is coming?


Cradle(
Birth of Jesus or birth of something new



Vexed by the cradle(
this is not a nice suggestion



Ominous for us entering a new world

Franz Kafka

“The Metamorphosis”
 (page 1686):

· Very radical opening

· Deals with an incomprehensible world and an ambiguous authority

· When he wakes up, he does not FEEL like a bug, but he IS a bug

· He is a dung beetle (lower than a roach)

· They eat cattle manuer

· Bottom of the food chain

· Story comes out of Kafka’s life

· Got a law degree for his father but never practiced

· Engaged many times, but never married

· Wrote a lot but never published

· Metaphor:
Life can be as disastrous for humans as for the lowest of the low

(Comparison of his life to Beatle’s life)

· Narrative Stance:

· Unusual b/c we are not told what Gregor feels or how it happened

· Told in a detached,, objective manner

· Seems surprised by things that don’t surprise us (the picture)

· Does not seem surprised by things that do surprise us (the metamorphosis)

· Narrative State:

· Intangible innerworld

· Oedipal struggle

· “dreamstate”

· Modernist characteristic:
Alienation at its worst (even from his own species)

· Modernist notion:

People are what they make of themselves

· Family drama

Part 1:
Revelation and Exploratioon of Problem


Gregor is most concerned about getting to work so he can provide for his family

“And he looked over at the alarm clock,which was ticking…”
[page 1690]


Total unrecognition and denial of the situation


Tries to ignore his outer state and live as he had before

Kafka puts him in a position as a person that we can identify with (fear of not meeting responsibilites)

But then he can’t even get out of bed b/c he is a bug

Kafka is saying this could happen to anyone

“’Something fell in there,’ said the manager… Gregor tried to imagine whether something like what had happened to him today could one day happen even to the manager.”
[page 1694]


Gregor wonders if the manager is above  what happened to him

The whole family has relied on Gregor

Kafka is asking what the role of the family is


To support each other

Expectations of family change with age and condition (children and elders have different needs and expectations)

Need moral support

Family role is always part of who we are

Societal expectaions about nourishing we should get from our families

Part 2:
The Alienation Continues

“Only after he got to the door did he notice what had really attracted him—the smell of something to eat…”
[page 1701]


Someone in his family is actually trying to provide him with sustinance (sister)


She is still trying to meet his human needs


He finds that the things that gave him pleasure before repulse him now

“Early in the morning…”
[page 1702]:


His mind is losing some humanness


He recognizes that he is becoming like other vermon


He is content with his sister’s care to set this stuff before him

She picks up the milk bowl with a rag, as if he is not a part of her family, but nothing more than a bug

Food becomes a weapon:

The apples his father pelts at him(
we think of apples as life-bringing


(An Apple a day…), but here they bring death

“As he staggered around…”
[page 1712]:

He is losing touch with his family and they with him (very sad)

This gives us an idea of his size


Part 3:
Family discusses Finance



Father had saved money from business failure



Gregor planned on sending sister to music conservatory

He still has compassion for them even though they have lost compassion for him

They take his furniture from him

Now even his sister views him with disgust

“Gregor’s serious wound…”
[page 1713]:

“endure him”(
family only endures him… this is not the role of a loving family



“Of course these were no longer the animated conversations of the old days…”


[page 1713]:




Without him, his family becomes industrious and almost prosperous (a change)




Gregor get worse



“No longer considering what she could do to give Gregor a special treat…”




[page 1715]:




Less and less human contact with Gregor




His sister begins to view serving him as little more than a chore



Family decides to take in boarders



Kafka vividly describes the meal with the boarders



We are meant to campare it to Gregor’s meals



The family does more for strangers than for their own family member (Gregor)



See page 1717:




“They sat down at thehead of the table…”





and




“It seemed strange to Gregor that among all the different noises…”



“His sister began to play…”
[page 1718]




The family ignores him




He is becoming less like himself when he loses his original respect for others




Starting to act more like they acted toward him



“And yet his sister was playing so beautifully…”
[page 1718]




Gregor wants to make it up to his sister




How can someone with such appreciation for music be so in-human?



“My dear parents… things cannot go on like this…”
[page 1720]




Gregor has become an “it” to the entire family—now even to Grete (sister)




Grete takes matters into her own hands and insists that something be done



“He thought back on his family with deep emotion and love…”
[page 1722]




Gregor dies alone and comfortless




He still thinks on his family woth love even though they treated him like sh#t

You expect a family to mourn and bury him, but they have the cleaning lady dispose of the body

“We’ll fire her tonight…”
[page 1724]

Family cannot be bothered with thoughts of Gregor—it is an inconvenience to their peace of mind

They celebrate his death with a picnic

“have a little consideration for me too”


father is bothered by his family brroding over Gregor

Modernist Notion:


People are assured nothing by biology or by God


Bleak picture


Beginning of exostiatialism(
existance of individual most important






Meaning imposed by the individual

TS. Elliot

“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufock”
[page 1747]:

Sense of life being disjointed because in love song you expect lighthearted romanticism

J. Alfred Prufrock(
Initial means maybe he doesn’t like his name (maybe his father’s name)

Assumes a public personna

Now we expect a boring and organized insincere song because of his formal name

From beginning our expectations are changed

“When the evening is spread out against the sky

  Like a patient etherized upon a table…

  Through half-deserted streets”
[1747]


Lonely taunting images


Strange for a love song

“Let us go then, you and I…”
[1747]


Makes you a participant… you have no choice

“Of restless nights in one-night cheap hotels…

  Saw-dust restaruants”
[1747]


In love song we expect romantic junk


This is slums


Suggests impermenance (1 night-satnds)  ( not right in love song

“Let us go and make our visit”


Implies we are visitors from high society

“And the room where women come and go talking of Michaelangelo…”


In high society gallery (very different setting)


People trying to sound important (banal conversation)

“Starting with the yellow fog that rubs its back upon the window panes…”
[1748]


“Curled once about the house and fell asleep”



The fog is a cat



Fog difficult to see in this lonely place

Next stanza: 

“But there will be time (in this foggy lonely atmosphere)… to prepare a face to meet the

 
faces that we meet. There will be time to murder and create…before the taking of toast and tea.”

There is a danger here of losing oneself here-forgetting who you are-he is very self-consciousin a sterile world-(can you see the disjunction yet-what an awful love song.) 

Time is used to prepare our presenting ourselves to others.  He is selfconscious and has concern for audience’s perception

 
 He changes his perceptionof himself by changing himself

He is not an honest person (changes faces)

“For I have known them already, known them all”
[1748]

“Have known the evenings, mornings, afternoons

I have measured out my life in coffeespoons”



His life is boring

Them= revisions, situations, people

He has the same fault they have

Saddest line is the coffeespoon one—He has wasted his life


Wearing masks for society


Measured out his life monotonously


“Beneath the music from a farther room.  So how should I presume”




This echoes Ivan Illyich



Starting to wonder if he has lived wrongly


“I have known the Ieyes already… the eyes that fix you and formulated phrase

And when I am formulated sprawling on a pen… wriggling… then how should I begin to spit out all the buttends of my days and ways and how should I presume?”



OBJECTIVE CORRELATIVE




Making himself like a cat or butterfly or something



Recapturing a feeling through being something else



He is being a butterfly mounted on a pen



He is complaining of fragmentation (being dissected) and the sterility



Sees people as eyes in the same fragmented way


Quote about his fixation with woman’s arms



Object of past sexual experience



No sense of wholeness or closeness with a woman



Superficial relationship


Three dots before next stanza indicates going in different direction


Loneliness of his society:

“I have watched the smoke that rises from the pipes of lonely men in short sleeves leaning out of windows”



An aside talking about how there is no place in this society for love sex or friends


“I should have been a pair of ragged cloths scuttiling across the floors of silent seas”



Fragmenting himself



Not associating himself with social graces and is afraid


“eternal footmen snickering”



He is aware that he is aging


“And would it have been worth while afterall?”



Is it worth showing who you are if you will be criticized


“I am not Prince Hamlet…”



He is riddled by indecision


“I am an attendant Lord, one that will do to swell a progress” 



He says he is not a major player but a bench warmer “the fool”


“I grow old”



He will lose his chance if he doesn’t go now


“Mermaids singing…”



Another objective correlative about the sirens



Symbol of something that is only an image that he denies


“We have lingered in the chambers of the sea by seagirls wreathed with seaweed read and brown

 
  Till human voices wake us and we drown…”



Very sad line—drowning to possibilities when we wake up to reality (voices)



We have lived in the realm of possibility but we choose not to because we are human


Whole thing about being held back for fear of rejection from a satisfying world

William Faulkner:

“Barn Burning”

(page 1798)

· American author

· Yearns for mythology (Something to give life meaning

· Couldn’t find one for the 20th century, so he made up his own (exostincialism)

· Creates one particular to the American south

· Foreign to the rest of the world

· Characters are a product of their environment (local color)

· Southern literature is different because they have a different past

· Conflation of real and imagined

· Incorporates the fading gentility of the Southern aristocrats

· Incorporates lower people (the Snopeses) and how crass they can be

· Set in the 1920’s (eternal gaze backward into the glory days of the south)

· Faulkner was able to step back and view things objectively

“Snopesism”:
A purely diabolical version of evil




Going out of your way to be mean

Central Theme:
What happens when someone in your family does something that causes you to question familial loyalty? (especially hard for a child)

How old are you when you first start to question your parents?  Sarty is only 10 years old

See a child reconciling the image of his father as a war hero with that of an arsonist 

Italicized parts are “Interior Monologues”


Important because they are unrestricted…. The REAL story

First paragraph:



“labels his stomach read” (
He is hungry and can practically taste the food


“old fierce pull of blood” (
Familial loyalty

1st Interior monologue:

“Our enemy…”
[page 1799]


Boy identifies strongly with his father


The other man is his enemy because he is his father’s enemy

Sarty is brought to the stand…. He knows he is expected to lie for his father


This makes him uncomfortable

Abner goes out of his way to provoke people:


(
Power struggle

(
He is just a mean man


About the barn burnings(
 Sexual nature of arson?


These issues are both economical and psychological


Faulkner does not portray Abner simply as a  monster.  This makes it harder to dismiss him:

“There was something about his wolf-like independence and even courage…” 



[page 1801]:

This is a guy you want for you, not against you because he battles to the end

“And older still, he [Sarty] might have divined the true reason…”
[page 1801]:


Very animal-like( fire is a tool for Abner’s survival

“I reckon I’ll have a word with the man who aims to…own my body and soul…”      [page 1802]:


Abner sees himself as a victim with no control over his life (power struggle)

“His father had not spoken again…‘That’s sweat… Maybe it aint white enough yet to suit him…”
[page 1804]


Abner resents being low on the social and economic levels


Notion of being used by the upper class—someone else profits from his sweat

Can’t follow basic societal rules of behavior because he thinks they don’t apply to him (  SOCIOPATH

“Forever… Maybe he’s done satisfied now…”
[page 1801]:

The thought (or wish) from Sarty that his father has changed 

Fear of even thinking about what happened

“Hits big as a courthouse…They are safe from him…”
[page 1803]:

Sense his relief(
he won’t have to deal with this anymore

Belief that wealth and power makes one invincible

Is anyone safe from a sociopath? No.  Safety is impossible.


Why does Sarty (10 years old) think in such big words?


(
Faulkner gives him our vocabulary to show that he has very sophisticated thoughts

“Maybe he will feel it too.  Maybe it will change him now from what maybe he couldn’t help but be.”
[page 1803]:


Maybe Abner will sense that they are immune to his destructiveness


Sense that Abner is not in control of himself—maybe not his fault (give him some credit)


Abner ruins the rug—his anger spills over into everything he does

“Maybe this is the end of it.  Maybe [it] will be a cheap price for him to stop forever from being what he used to be…”
[page 1807]:

Perhaps the steep price will force him to stop his ways, knock some sense into him

Used to be?
Wishful thinking on Sarty’s part

“Maybe he won’t even collect… the being pulled two ways like between two teams of  horses…” [page 1807]:

Torn between familial loyalty and what he knows is morally right

Where does this child get his moral sense?

“Then he was moving…”
[page 1809]:


Knows his father is going on another mission—going to warn the people

“…the old blood which he had not been permitted to choose for himself…”


He inherited his family


Applicable to what it means to be an inherator of southern misery (grief)


Terrible realization that you are a part of something bad

“…I could run on and on and never look back, never have to see his face again.”
[page 1809]:


Why does he resist the urge?  He senses that he can’t run away from his own moral code.

“At midnight… ‘He was brave…He was in the War!’…”
[page 1811]


Thinks his father fought for his country

Really he only fought for what he could get out of  it

Sarty has sounded the warning and now assumes that his father has been shot

“The slow constellations wheeled on…”
[page 1812]


He knows he can’t go back


Child feels responsible for barn and for death of his father


We see his actions as heroic

Tried to save his father from himself

Notion that he made a commitment and can’t go back(
fears retribution

Can’t live in the fractured world he has before lived in

He must now face who he is

dark wood(
Dante’s Dark wood of error?

Notion of hope(
Significance of season it is set in:



Springtime



Time of rebirth

Dilemma:
What course can he take to avoid the path of his father?

Albert Camus:

“The Guest”
[page  1900]:

The Setting
[page 1900]:


Very isolated, bleak, and inhospitable


Camus portrays this as a microcosm of the real world—we all live in this world


Title “The Guest”(
Humans are guests in this world

“The only plowing here was to harvest rocks…Noone in this desert, not he nor his guest mattered.  And yet, outside this desert, Daru knew, could have really lived.”
[page 1905]

Lose-lose situation


“Listen, Balducci… but I won’t hand him over…”
[page 1904]

Daru is a stranger in a strange land( Not part of the country or its political system

Daru resists Balducci’s orders but he has no choice (lose-lose, us vs. them)

Lots of rules( They don’t all make sense



Situation of  IMPOSED BROTHERHOOD


“Why did you kill him?”
[page 1906]



Daru gets personal (questions the Arab)


“Come with us”

[page 1907]



The Arab senses that he has found a fair man in Daru


“But it bothered him also by imposing a sort of brotherhood…”
[page 1907]



Imposed brotherhood

Daru’s world view conflicts with Balducci’s.  What do you do when your ideas conflict with society’s?

“Daru surveyed the two directions…”
[page 1909]


Daru is very hospitable and caring


His way of making sense is to give the Arab a choice


Partly b/c he is irresponsible

“…according to their law…”
[page 1909]


Can we choose for ourselves hat laws we want to follow and when?


We should always know there are consequences

“He turned his back on him…”
[page 1910]


“rise in his throat”(
fear?  Made a bad decision?

Arab chooses the prison

Daru’s heavy heart wishes the Arab had made a different choice

“You will pay for this…. He was alone.”
[page 1910]


Lose-lose, humans have no choice

In a world where nobody imposes anything on you, you make your own value judgements

Caught in world where someone’s expectations will fall apart

Choice is important, but there is no right choice

Daru is both host and guest (in strange land):

Expectations of host:



- accommodations


- hospitality

Expectations of guest:


- be grateful

- be respectful

Chinua Achebe:

“Things Fall Apart”
[page 2097]

How do we assess another culture?


TV, novels… all colored by the teller of the tale


Set of expectations and preformed ideas


Especially if remote from our experience

Achebe points out that there is no single African culture

British had controlled Nigeria

Largest Tribe(
Hausa
(Northern Region)

2nd Largest(
Yoruba
(South Western Region)

3rd Largest(
Igbo
(South Eastern Region)

There are even differences among the Igbo

British lumped them all together into one category 


Said it was pacification (1900-1920)


Ironic… in opening of story, Igbo do not need pacification


Not pacification( you think how I do or else!

Achebe shows that the missionaries are not bringing civilization to savages

This society is communal
(ours is more  individualistic)

Positives:
-      Good strong kinship ties

· Can move up and down social ladder (no caste system)

· Sophisticated communal land-owning system (ours is materialistic)

· Sense of law and justice (not our laws or values)

Negatives:
-      Very sexist

· Superstitious (throwing away twins)

· Ritual murder

“His father, Unoka, who was then an ailing man…”
[page 2108]

Find out about what Okonkwo wants from life

Why does his father try his patience?


His father was weak, lazy, pathetic, and a debtor


In this society, strong emphasis on son seeing father as strong (OOPS!)


Does not want to be like him

We also base our values on our parents

Achebe is showing us that we are all alike

“Okonkwo ruled his household with a  heavy hand…”
[2102]

Trying to make a choice about how he lives, but he is way out of balance

He has tried too hard to be opposite his father and as a result has sacraficed important qualities like gentleness

“With a father like Unoka, Okonkwo did not have the start in life…”
[2105]

He is inspired by his fathers failings to better himself

Reacting very strongly against his father

Good qualities also:
hard-working, goal-setting (also prized in our culture)

He does lack something that is prized in their culture:


He is a crappy conversationalist and can’t articulate his thoughts


He has bad chi (
kind of like karma (
beyond luck… you have some influence on it

Rely heavily on proverbs(
“Proverbs are the palm-oil with which words are eaten”





Palm oil- helps it go down

“Nothing pleased Nwoye more…”
[2121]

Knows he is supposed to enjoy the masculine, but he still prefers the feminine

Best of male and female( balanced
(duality of the meaning of his name)


Ritual Killing of Ikemefuma:


“One of the men…”
[2126]

Remember the advice from Ezudu to Okonkwo not to do it

Nwoye becoming disillusioned with the tribal customs

Something giving way inside him( something is being questioned that was previously accepted as truth (the ways of the tribe)

Realizing you are part of something bad( this is positive( how change comes about


“I cannot understand  why you refused to… kill the boy”
[2128]

Oberika (Okonkwo’s best friend) is a questioner like Nwoye

He says he is not disobeying the Oracle… just not volunteering

Sense of prophesy about Oberika… he is a man of balance


“It was always said that Ndulue and Ozoemena had one mind…”
[2129]

Oberika trying to present balance as a good thing

Okonkwo is stuck in the past and is not ready to let go of it (resisting change)


[page 2151]:
Bridal preparations--
Brides help one another


“Okonkwo was also feeling tired…for although noone knew it he had not slept…”
[2151]

We see a very different picture of Okonkwo--  That of a caring and concerned father and husband

Duality of character makes him seem more human—more like us

The Accident at the funeral:

“The drums and the dancing began again and reached fever heat…”
[2157]


Elaborate wedding and funeral customs


Two versions of the crime(  The male and female version


Different view of accidental crime than we have

“Oberika was a man who thought about things…”
[2157]


Questions the way of the tribe, yet he is not ready to abandon their beliefs

PART II:
LIFE IN EXILE

“Okonkwo and his family worked very hard to plant a new farm…”
[2159]

Okonkwo tries to rise above his fate

Idea of fighting against karma or chi 

“Why is Okonkwo with us today?…”
[2160]

“Then listen to me…”

Cleavage between male and female—Okonkwo not questioning it

Cultural notion of unting feminine and masculine principles

Female gives protection, nurturing

INTRODUCTION OF THE WHITE CULTURE:

“During the last planting season, a white man had appeared in their clan…”
[2162]

Much discussion about what to do

Both sides have problems understanding

Oberika senses a coming change that frightens him

“That is the money from your yams…”
[2164]

They are poking fun at each other

Sense of friendship and commradery

We find that Nwoye as converted to Christianity: 

“But there was a young lad who had been captivated…”
[2167]

Nwoye finds comfort in Christianity… it is more accepting and compassionate

It also answers his questions about his own tribal customs

“mad logic of the trinity”( Puts our culture as the strange, alien one

Nwoye finds a comfort his religion lacks

Nwoye rejects his father’s way just as Okonkwo rejected Unoka’s way

More than just generational conflict(
Outside and inside influences

“Does the white man understand our custom about land?…”
[2179]

Things were falling apart before internally anyway

Many of our rituals may seem strange to others

White people judge them as outsiders looking in


Is the sacrafice of Ikemefuna a parallel to the crucifixion? 


Ikemefuna and the villagers told that he is going home



Euphemism for death

Villagers try to tell themselves they are doing him a favor, but they have allowed him 3 years to be part of Okonkwo’s family.

Problem:
Okonkwo (father-figure) provides no resistance

“It was going to be Okonkwo’s last harvest in Mbanta…”
[2173]

He is very hard on himself

Entered the mother land with his mother’s family (feminine)

“As the palm-wine was drunk one of the oldest members of the umunna rose…”
[2175]

One of society’s basic tenants should be to protect its young

Very modern issue

Things are falling apart


“…Thank you for calling us together…”



Ironic that Okonkwo the divider is thanked for bringing together


Achebe gives the Igbo names with meaning and gives the white people very generic names



He is turning the stereotypes around on us

Mr. Brown:
Was open-minded and willing to compromise; listened to others

Mr. Smith:
Opposite of Mr. Brown; unappreciative of the clan

“That night in the Mother of the Spirits walked the length and breadth of the clan…”
[2184]

Things are falling apart

“Mr. Smith stood his ground.  But he could not save his church…”
[2186]

Sense of suspended doom for the clan

Knowledge that the one with the most resources usually wins

Violence momentarily pacifies the clan

“It happened so quickly, the six men did not see it coming…”
[2187]


“We have brought you… so that you may be happy”(
they were happy before!


Very shortsighted comment


They are pushed against a corner, outgunned

“Okonkwo and his fellow prisoners were set free as soon as the fine was paid…”
[2189]


Very ethnocentric of the commissioner


Our queen, our way… or else

“The spell was broken by the head messenger…”
[2192]


Kills messenger, then Kills himself rather than face the consequences

“Oberika, who had been gazing steadily at his friend’s dangling body…”
[2193]


“Commissioner must never attend to such undignified details”



Shouldn’t be human


“Almost write a whole chapter…”



Almost??  We have gotten to know Oknkwo and the DC is categorizing his life



Belittling it to no more than a paragraph

Things started falling apart within, but outside interference sealed it

DC’s attitude is a bad indicator of Africa’s fate

Achebe:

-
Criticizes authors who do not personalize Africans (marginalize)

-
Shows Africa is a continent of people, not of stereotypes

-
Undoes anglo stereotypes


Unoka(
reveres art

Oknonkwo(
reveres strength

Ikemefuna and Oberika(
Integrate the old way with the new way

Nwoye(
Balance?



Receives all stories, yet he can ? tribal customs



Has opportunity to be a man of balance

Notion of patriarchal system crumbling because it is culturally imbalanced

People question old ways

Balancing masculine and feminine:

Enzima:

Okonkwo wants what he sees as strength in her as a boy 

Because she has balance of sexes, she can pass him up


Where do we go from here?

· Fallen from out and in

· Our task is to create something new

· We can:

· Recognize the problem

· Change our mindsets

· Listen to one another

· Communicate

Characters:

Okonkwo:
Name suggests stubborn male pride

Unoka:

Means “Home is Supreme”



He was lazy and valued home above all

Ikemefuna:
Means “My strength should not be dissipated”



A warning?

Nwoye:

Name suggests neither male nor female roots



Strange that a masculine guy like Okonkwo has a son with such a name

